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Diversity of Life Handbook: Invertebrates

i 
Mollusca
ii 
Bilateral Symmetry
iii 
Coelomate
iv 
Tribloblastic
v 
Yes, there is cephalization
vi 
Protostome 
vii 
The digestive system contains a mouth, anus and complex stomach. Food is taken up by cells lining the digestive glands coming from the stomach, and is passed into the blood.  Undigested materials are compressed and packaged, then excreted through the anus. 
viii 
Excretory functions are performed by nephridia, (tubular structures that collect fluids from the coelom and exchange substances with body tissues as the fluid passes along the tubules for excretion). The nephridia then empties the materials into the mantle cavity.
ix 
Mollusks have an open circulatory system.  This means that the blood does not circulate entirely within vessels.  Instead, it is collected from the gills, pumped through the heart, and released into spaces in the tissues.  It then returns to the gills and then to the heart. 
x 
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Life Cycle of a Clam
The clam at the beginning of the life cycle looks completely different than the mature clam.




Life cycle of a snail(compared to Humans)
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